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English

Year 3 have really enjoyed learning through reading comprehension this summer.

We began the summer term learning about the Romans through a historical information fext.
Geography was also our focus when we read about deserts in the Sahara and Australia.
Later the class learned all about the famous Cornish engineer: Richard Trevithick.

It has been great to see the children keen to answer questions on texts in different formats
when reading texts on poems and all about comic superheroes.

The children were also challenged to read extracts from fiction books on Summer Detective
Agency and Hero's Journey.
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4. Name the locomotive whict trsnsported paopls in
1801

5. What did Richard

6. When did Richard die ?.

Challenge: Explain what the word paverty maans
(Use a dictionary)
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'ﬁ" The focus for spelling has been to learn

‘ . spelling patterns and word families, for
example : looking at homophones or
adding the suffixes to base words .The
children have enjoyed practicing their
spellings in word pyramids and words
doodles to help learn the spelling patterns.



Connor Downs Connor Downs Academy

Head of School: Mrs J Eddy

During the summer, our class reading books have been: The Iron Man by Ted Huges and 'The
Butterfly Lion’ by Michael Morpurgo. The children have enjoyed discussing both stories and
analysing the text before writing their own versions.
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The children are always keen to practice their handwriting to earn a pen licence.
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It is great to see the impact of the chidren’s learning in spelling and grammar lessons in their
story writing this term.
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Drama : Mand M Productions

On Tuesday 20th May we had a very special visit from M & M Theatre Productions.
The company came into school to give a live theatre performance of ‘A Little
Princess.” All the children joined together to enjoy lots of fun and laughter as a
special end of half term treat! We would like to thank Friends of Connor Downs and
parents who contributed to allow M & M Theatre Productions show to go ahead.
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Maths

Year 3 begins each morning with Spiral Maths. The children have continued to practice their
skill and confidence working with number facts in addition, subtraction multiplication and
division.

The times table focus this term has been to learn the multiplication and division facts for the
3 times tables. Daily practice continues in our fimes table books and chanting the times
tables aloud with our counting stick. TT Rock Stars has been very successful in supporting the
children to learn quick recall of multiplication facts.
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The children have shown interest and enthusiasm when working together in their house
teams to improve the scores on their TT Rock Stars team heat maps.
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Our main maths focus
in the summer term has
been measures.

The children have
worked hard
measuring in mass and
capacity.

We continued fo learn
to measure in metres,
cenfimetres and
millimetres.

It was pleasing fo see
the children apply their
knowledge of
measuring in cm
when learning to find
the perimeter of
rectangles and
squares. Reasoning
with money was also
popular with the
children.
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Later in the term Year 3 enjoyed using
clocks to support their learning to tell the
fime using 12- and 24-hour clock. The class
applied their knowledge and skill when
planning the school day. Next the class
focused on shape, lines and angles in the
last half of the term.
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Science

In Science, there was a buzz of excitement as the children worked in groups to investigate
mggne’rs and forces at the beginning of the term.
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Intent question

Are magnets really polar Opposites
iite Lesson 5: To investigate uses of magnets.

Voca Ty: magnetic - iron -co| =
/‘ PP i, .
Sngether Key'lesson knowledge, skills:

* Name some uses for magnets.
ogether

*®  Suggest ways in which magnets can be used to. solve common Protas—,
—* Describe how a compass works,

e
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.R.E
In Religious Education, year 3 have learned and discussed the intent question Why people
pray, comparing the religions of Christianity and Hinduism.

' ! Later in the term we looked at special fimes and
celebrations in our lives comparing them with religious
festivals such as the Hindu festival of Holi and the Muslim
festival of Eid el Fifr.

Date : 2.

e | fastival OF Tiwn s
he Hindu fes
3: Whatis !

- Holi
Vocabulary festival - Hindu
1 knowledge ;k"kl G i e
Know what hapi s Al 3 l
g inderstand why Holi is impor ‘(er to Hinc
Underst Holiis ir

Key lesso
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Thank you to Dylan ,who shared his knowledge of his faith with the class.
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PSHE

Year 3 have continued to participate in our SCARF curriculum, learning to discuss and
explore their feelings and opinions. We have discussed themes on Being our Best and
Growing and Changing.

The children have shared mature and thoughtful answers and shown great cooperation in
class discussions.
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Computing

This term in Computing, Year 3 began the term by learning about programming
using Scratch. The children learned how to program individual sprites, use and
program more than one sprite and change the background. They also used
sequences to combine sound commands and used an algorithm to code a musical
instrument.

when d = key pressed

(l COsStume

w sound D Panc +  unill done
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During the second half of the term, the children learned about animation. They learned what
animation is and how to relate animated movements to a sequence of images. They then
planned an animation, worked consistently and carefully to create an animation, reviewed
and improved their animations before evaluating the impact of adding other media to their
animations.
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Geography

This tferm we have learnt about the deserts of the world. The children have used atlases to
locate the deserts and learn about the classification of a desert. They were surprised that
Antarctica is also a desert due the lack of rainfall.

The children have learned to use data charts to analyse the rainfall and temperature of
deserts in Africa, South America, Antarctica and Australia.

We have looked at the how people live in deserts and created a mind map to show how the
resources in deserts are used.
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History

Year 3 were very interested to learn about the Industrial Revolution. We began by looking at
what life was like for families in the 18t century before the invention of trains.

The children were keen to learn about the Cornish Inventor: Richard Trevithick. Through
drama, year 3 learnt about the impact of Trevithick’s first steam locomotive engine on the
people of Camborne.
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The children posed in “Freeze Frame"”, to illustrate the people of Camborne’s
response as ‘The Puffing Devil' travelled through the streets on Christmas Eve in
1801.The children showed expressions of : shock, amazement, fright ,surprise and
delight on their faces.
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Year 3 were lucky to spend an afternoon with local historian Trevor Smitheram in
June. Linked to our learning about the Industrial Revolution, Trevor shared his
knowledge of the great industry of Hayle. The children learnt about the Cornish
Copper Company, Harvey's of Hayle and Richard Trevithick. They saw photographs
of familiar places in Hayle, where the industrial buildings had once been.

The children were very excited to handle a real bolt made for the engineer:

Isambard Kingdom Brunel’s, Royal Albert Bridge in Plymouth. The bolt was made in
Harvey's Foundry in Hayle.

Kingsley said, " | enjoyed it because | didn't know that the new buildings were,
where the old smelting works were."
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Harrison agreed " | liked how the stuff was old and holding the bolt that came from
the Royal Albert Bridge at Plymouth "

Piran declared "Did you know that the heavy iron bolt was made at the Hayle
Foundry ¢"
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P.E.

During the first half of the term, the children completed team problem solving challenges.
They looked at what makes an effective team and focused on understanding the
importance of cooperation and communication.
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Practicing for Sports Day was popular with year 3.
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The intent of year 3 dance sessions in the second half term was “ How can we move
like excellent dancers ¢*

The children really did show us they could move like excellent dancers as they
performed for Mrs Bartaby and her Reception class. It was briliant to see the children
show their balanced shapes and moves which they had choreographed together.
A big thank you goes to Rosie our teacher from Mounts Bay Academy who led the
sessions each week.
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Art and Design

Year 3 learned about the French artist, Georges Seurat and his style of painting
called: Pointillism. The children explored creating pictures using the dots then mixed
colours using dots of primary paint to create an illusion of secondary colours.

Finally, they created their own images using the pointillism style.
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Design Technology

The project theme was to learn about Light up Signs. The class began by learning
how to make a circuit work with batteries and bulbs. It was great fun as the children
worked together to make the bulb, light up. Next, the children set to work to
C?QSYUCT their light boxes and testing them using their light circuits.
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French

In French, we began by learning animal names .Later in the term the children learnt simple
vocabulary to describe their size ,eye and hair colour and personality.
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Music

In Music this term, the children learned to sing, and play the glockenspiels for, the
song ‘Bringing Us Together.’ In the second half of the term, we followed the reflect,
rewind and replay topic. In this topic, the children listened to classical songs,
identified the instruments they could hear within a range of songs, explored the
meanings of the interrelated dimensions of music and practised singing three songs
they had learned this year ready to perform them.
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During each music lesson, the children listened to a range of songs and decided
whether they liked them or not. They used the interrelated dimensions of music —
pulse, rhythm, pitch (high and low sounds), tfempo (speed of the music) and

dynamics (how loud or quiet) - to explain why they did or did not like each piece
they listened to.

71



Connor Downs Connor Downs Academy

Head of School: Mrs J Eddy

72



Connor Downs Connor Downs Academy

Head of School: Mrs J Eddy

—

Year 3 Camp

Year 3 began Camp Week, with a fun evening on Gwithian beach playing
cricket, making sand sculptures , rock pooling and not forgetting the
traditional “sand in your sandwiches * picnic.

Once back at camp, the children organised their beds in the tents and
played on the field. The evening’s entertainment was the amazing “Year 3's
Got Talent Show * including dances, storytelling, jokes and beat the goalie
demonstrations. The children enjoyed hot chocolate before settling down to
sleep in their tents for the night.

A big “Thank you “goes out to all parents and school staff who supported
the children on the beach, staying with us during the evening events, camp
overnight and at breakfast.

Thanks also to Gwithian Churchtown Camp site who allowed the school

minibuses to park on site, it was lovely to see the campers smile and wave as
the children walked through the camp site.
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The class were thrilled as they discovered: shrimps and goby fish, mussels, limpets , green
crabs and sea anemones on the beach.
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Weaving for Summer Fair.

Year 3 decided to weave with multicoloured paper to raise money at the School Summer
Fair What a brilliant job the children did helping each other to weave on the paper looms.
They demonstrated perseverance, kindness and team work to complete the challenge.
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