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English

This term the children in Y6 have developed their skills writing non-fiction texts based
on animals they have created. They studied reports about real animals and then
chose the behaviour, habits and characteristics of their new animal.

The children were challenged to use scientific vocabulary in their report and to use a
range of sentence openers and punctuation. As the animal was made-up, the
children were able to be really creative and could write imaginative descriptions
about their animals.

Y6 also write biographies about Charles Darwin or Mary Anning, who they have
studied in Science this term.

They also wrote descriptions based on an
animation about a book that comes to life and
sends butterflies all over the placel!

Y6 have worked hard this term to develop their
knowledge of grammar terminology such as
nouns, verbs and determiners.

The children are assessed at the end of Key
Stage Two through a collection of their
independent writing. To work towards this, we
have spent fime this term revisiting pieces of work
from the Autumn term and making sure they are
powerful, effective and have accurate spelling
and punctuation.
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Our class texts this term have been ‘Crater Lake' by
Jennifer Killick, which is about a Yé class who go on
residential to an activity center with a terrible secret.
The children have also enjoyed, ‘A Kind of Spark’ by
Ellie Mc Nicholl. This is a story about an female
character who is autistic. She takes on the town
council to build a memorial for victims of the Scottish
Witch Trials.

Practising spellings each
morning.

L ELLE MONICOLL
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Here is an example of practising using different
sentence structures and a story based on an
animation.

- Redresponse.
. The tigeroise sleeps in a tree.
© Howcan | extend this simple sentence?

1. Through an adjective
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Here is an example of areport and a
biography.
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Sorting different sorts of pronouns.
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Sharing poetry books with each
other on World Poetry Day,

World Book Day
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The following day was World Book Day, which we celebrated this year with dressing
up. The children were encouraged to explain to the class who they had come
dressed as and what they knew about the character, book or author.
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We were visited by Rebecca Cobb, who is a local illustrator and author. Her images
have been used in a number of best-selling children’s books including Paper Dolls by
Julia Donaldson.

Rebecca gave Y6 a master class in drawing one of her characters and talked to
them about the process of designing a whole book from rough illustrations to tiny
details.
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Maths

Every morning, the children complete a range of tasks to practise their skills. These
are often arithmetic questions, or are problem-solving tasks. Being able to recall
previous knowledge from a range of topic areas is an important skill to build
confidence in the run up to the children completing their SAT assessments in May.

The topics covered this term have included decimals, percentages, algebra, area
and perimeter and shape. By providing children with arich diet of learning
opportunities, through the use of practical resources, videos, independent learning
tasks and group problems to solve, progress in maths for the class is rapid.
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The children are regularly assessed in what they have learnt; this ensures that their
future learning can be consolidated. This is done sometimes through lessons in class
with all the children, in smaller groups or 1 to 1 with an adult.
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The additional Maths sessions on a Tuesday afterschool is enabling everyone to
benefit from working in a small group. The children practise important skills and work

through problem solving questions- this helps build both skills and confidence.

To help the children revise topics, we have spent some time playing games, such as
matching up fractions, decimals and percentages and missing angles.
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Using practical
resources to secure
our skills with ratio
and decimals

Science
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After learning that Charles Darwin studied the differences between finches on the
Galapagos Islands, Y6 were challenged with investigating how different beak
shapes and sizes affect what a bird can eat. They used tweezers, scissors, and a
spoon to see how many small seeds (rice and pasta) and worms (elastic bands) they
could pick up in a minute. The results made it really clear that evolution has
affected beak size and shape.
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The children have also learnt about
Living Things this half term, including
learning how living things can be
classified into groups. They have
searched outside for different types
of flowers and identfified these with a
key. They have also performed an
experiment where they explored
yeast by feeding it flour, sugar and
salf.
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History

The children have learnt about the Benin Kingdom which were a
civilisation that resided in modern day Nigeria. They learnt about
the early days of the empire 900-1300AD and the leaders. They
also learnt about the everyday lives of the people, including their
incredible craft skills. The Benin empire traded with European
travellers which helped to make it very successful.
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Computing

Y6 enjoyed a series of lessons to develop their ability to design a webpage using
Google Sites. The children were delighted when they were able to link pages
together. They also learnt about the term ‘copywrite’ and explored how to avoid
breaking the law.
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They have also developed their knowledge of variables in coding. This included
creating and programming score boards in games, designing spirtes and coding

them appropriately.

$-3k
Enquiry Question 3.
esign a project that uses variables.

; Vocabulary: Design, algorithm, sprite, code

Key lesson knowledge: )
« | can make design choices for my project

Challenge: .
Use the suggestions on the slides in your algorithm.

@TMT

CLEp.

« | can wite algorithms for my project in everyday language

Design two more sprites that will fall
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Internet Safety always remains a key focus,
with the pupils exploring how people present

themselves online.

Internet Safety Day 2024
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Geography

The children have been exploring the human and physical geography of South
America. This has included learning the names and capitals of the countries and

learning, about the climate and AP »
how mountains are formed. pa | s “BisS

quiry Question 1:
here is South America and what are the countries of South America?

Vocabulary: country, capital, continent, languages, Pacific, Atlantic, Spanish, Portuguese.

Key lesson knowledge:

* Toshare what | already know about South America.

* What and where is South America? How big is it?

* _Toknow what languages are spoken and which seas and oceans surround it.

Challenge: ]

How many of these countries can you memorise?
- Cuvetrr: ==
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Intent Quastion Sclence support | PAT
How are living things grouped? O

S8R l
Lesson Sequence:
Lesson 4: To find out about Carl Linnaeus and his classification system.

Key lesson knowledge:
- To use a key to classify animals.
- To identify animals kingdom, phylum, class, order, family, genus and species. |

Challenge: |
Choose an animal and complete the table. " 2 : |

Vocabulary: classify, organisms, Linnaeus, Kingdom, phylum, class, order, family, genus, species. ‘

' Have @ close look at the classification key showing just @ tiny number of Ihe thousands of species of repfiles.
Use the information to help you answer these questions.

Name one species in the
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PE

Just after Christmas, Yé developed their
understanding of fithess related exercises
by taking part in circuit training in the hall.
Looking at stamina, strength, teamwork
and flexibility, over the weeks the children
took more and more control over the
activities. They were well-motivated
throughout and most saw their skills
improve over the weeks.
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We were thrilled to host ‘The Cornish Pirates Rugby Team'’ this term who have helped
Y6 develop their ball handling and passing skills. As rugby is a team game, the class
also learned the importance of working together, and how everyone must play their
part to have combined success.
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Yé were lucky enough to observe
the baton transfer between Mr
Pascoe, who had run from St Uny
school, to Mrs Bromley, who then
began her cycle to Crowan School.
This was part of the Aspire School 40
challenge, designed to inspire the
children to take part in sport and
raise money for charity.
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The Y6 girls also took part in a football session with Mrs Smitheram this month —she
encouraged them to pass the ball and enjoy ‘the beautiful game’.
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This term the children have learnt about the concept of salvation in Christianity.
They have learnt about the Last Supper and how Christians remember the sacrifices
Jesus made through taking part in Communion. The children also explored a story
from the Bible using drama; this was about a rich man who forgives a poor man that
has stolen from him.
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lent Question:
What did Jesus do fo save human beings?
Enquiry Question 4:
and why do Christians take part in the ritual of Holy Communion?
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ocabulary: Christianity, Christian, belief, God, kindness, parable
Key lesson knowledge:
o Toknow that Holy Communion is a Christian worship ser
and wine are declared sacred and shared with the congr }
 Toknow that the bread represents the body of Christ and the wine
represents the blood of Christ. N
Challenge: g

where bread
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| Earth.
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those in Heaven and on

y of the Holy Spirit al
or ever and ever.
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PSHE is delivered through our weekly SCARF (Safety, Caring, Achievement,
Resilience, Friendship) programme, but is present in all that we do in school. This term
the focus has been ‘Keeping Safe’. Lessons have included internet safety, including
considering what is and isn't appropriate to share online, as well as knowing how to
create a more secure password, were well-received by the class. They also learnt
about legal, illegal, prescribed and restricted drugs and how alcohol affects the
body. The children were surprised to find out that young people are drinking less

alcohol than any other age group- great news!
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PRESS RELEASE!

TOWN COUNCIL PLAN NEW SHOPPING CENTRE ON WASTE LAND

The town council yesterday released plan to buid a huge, new shopping cen(r® o7

waste land at the edge of the town.
ety

They said the cost of buding the new shopping area wil be a fraction of what they
st thought because they are importing cheap buiding materials from abroad
_

rather than using locally-sourced supplies.
—_—

fashion outlets, and fastfood restaurants.

The council are hoping to attract big, intemational companies to the premises. l
g

There wil also be a huge car-park, with over 1000 spaces, which will be fit 24 hours

aday. The coundil said thal the position on the edge of town makes it easy (o link
|
1o the current electricity and water supply with no need to generate their own \

power. Waste can be taken straight 1o the nearby fand-fil site, too.
—_— s

ST A

Council spokesperson, Wendy Toogood, said:
“This is not an episode of ‘Grand Designs'. Our main aim is to get this shopping
centre buit as quickly as possible, for as litle money as possible, o that local -

people can buy the things they need at affordable prices. That's our priority."

g lodge any to
the council about their proposals.

i What suggestions could you make to the council about how they could make
.| the shopping centre proposal more environmentally sustainable?

“Don't pet subbish ja lw%}
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The final few weeks of term were spent learning about Rights and Responsibilities
which included learning about democracy. This complemented our visit this term by
George Eustice, who is the MP for Connor Downs. Having written to Mr Eustice
before Christmas, we were please to host him in school to enrich the children’s

understanding of British Values.
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He explained to the children that
his job is to represent people and
help them when they have been
let down- this includes helping
ensure peoples rights are
respected in the workplace and
that they have somewhere
suitable to live. Mr Eustice
discussed what it is like to work in
Parliament and helped the
children understand the power of
being about to vote and
contribute towards society.
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Y6 visited Falmouth University in February and took part in a workshop with students
on a sustainable design course. The children helped the students design a product
to protect the environment- these included a machine for filtering plastics out of
water and a machine to suck Carbon Dioxide out of the air. It was a joy to return a
month later to see these products turned into real stereotypes on display in the
University during an exhibition.

Another advantage of the visit was to infroduce the children to the potential
opportunities available to study after college. The children were astounded by the
facilities and were able to meet a student designing cartoons for a TV show and see
a class taking place where pupils were exploring painting skills. This also happens to
be the department that Rebecca Cobb, the illustrator who visited school, attended
herself.
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FhiouTH

What is a
University?

Aby Underhill-Carey

Yé have also designed and made wooden bird houses. They learned to measure

and cut wood, as well as using nail pins to secure it.
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‘o investigate and praclise woodwork skill.

Vocabulary; cut, saw, measuing fape, clamp, sand, nal, glueing

i Support | PLI
[GA

Key lesson knowledge:
| o practise maasuring. clamping and o
« Toknow how fo do these safely by acliv

Chalienge:

Consider which of fhese skills could be done with a machine.

ing for and minimising fisks

1, What was the easiest
skill? l-,,.w.w‘n,

2. What was the hardest
SKIll? 5 ariny
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Thank you for attending the exhibition!

The class were also excited to be asked their opinions about which play equipment
they would prefer to be placed in Conor Downs park when it is refitted later in the

yedar.
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ART

Sculpture was the topic explored by Yé this term. They created preliminary sketches
of vases already in existence, before designing their own inspired by water, air, fire or
nature. They then used clay to form their designs and decorated them.
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Music

The children enjoyed singing the song, ‘New Year Carol’ by Benjamin Britten
to Reception Class. They also developed their improvisation skills playing,

‘You've Got A Friend’ by Carole King using the notes A, C and G on the
xylophones.
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