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Friday 13th January 2023 

 

Dear parents/carers,  

 

I hope you and your families are safe and well.  We have welcomed 

some new children and their families to our Connor Downs community 

and they are all settling in well and making new friends. We have had 

a busy and exciting week across our academy. 

 

Year 5 – PE 

 

This week Year 5 began the first of three sessions at Crossfit in 

Hayle.  The children were able to take part in a variety of 

activities to enhance and build on their core skills. 
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Pirates Rugby Session – Years 5 and 6 

 

Both Year 5 and Year 6 have had their second sessions with 

Sam Teasdale from the Pirates rugby team.  Sam, over a 

number of weeks, will be teaching the children new rugby skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:hello@connordowns.org.uk
http://www.connordowns.org.uk/


 

 

 
Connor Downs Academy 

Head of School: Mrs J Eddy 
 

 

 

T: 01736 753135 
E: hello@connordowns.org.uk W: www.connordowns.org.uk   
Connor Downs Academy, Mutton Hill, Hayle, Cornwall TR27 5DH 
 
A Company Limited by Guarantee. An Exempt Charity 
Registered in England & Wales - Company No. 07387540 
Registered Office: Aspire Academy Trust, Unit 20, St Austell Business Park, St Austell, Cornwall PL25 4FD 

 

Year 6 – History 

 

This week the children in Year 6 have been learning about the lives 

of the people in the Kingdom of Benin in their 

History lesson. Following this lesson, one of our 

Year 6 pupils, Flora, not only brought in a 

cassava, which is a root vegetable eaten by 

the people in Benin, but also wrote a fantastic 

description to share with the class. Well done 

and thank you Flora for enriching our 

learning.  

 
Aspire – Parent Code of Conduct 

 

Support our Parent Code of Conduct  
 

By working in harmony together, we create a positive learning experience for all. We 

are fortunate to have a dedicated and supportive community who recognise that at 

the heart of each and every school's success, is a valued and trusted home/school 

partnership.  The Aspire Parent Code of Conduct supports your child(ren) during their 

time in an Aspire academy/school and sits on every website under 

the PARENTS heading.  The Parent Code of Conduct can also be obtained by 

visiting www.aspireacademytrust.org/policies and a copy is included with the email 

sending this newsletter. Thank you for your continued 

support.  

 
Census Day Menu  – Thursday 19th January  

 

The Spring term Census is taking place next Thursday 19th 

January.  The number of pupils taking up a school meal on 

census day affects the funding provided to the school for 

the year, so in an effort to encourage as many pupils as 

possible to try a school meal, our catering provider is 

providing a special menu, as detailed on this poster. The 

options shown on ParentPay are as per the usual menu, but 

please book either the meat or vegetarian option that your 

child/children would like on this day and they will be given 

the special menu options.  
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Please note, on special menu days, these are the only options available.  There will 

be no pasta or jacket potatoes.  Please ensure your child/children has/have a home 

packed lunch with them if they do not want either of the options on offer.  Thank 

you for your support. 

 

 

Safeguarding 
 

Child Safety and the Metaverse 

 

Following the Christmas holiday, many children will be talking about the gifts which 

they have received. For some children they will have received electronic gifts and or 

games such as ‘a Fortnite battle pass, a new PC, a PlayStation 5 etc.’.  All devices 

which allow both unfettered access to the internet and expose children to voice 

chat, text chat and photo sharing with complete strangers are a major safeguarding 

concern. 

 

This year presents an acceleration of vulnerability window as, VR headsets, 

connected to Facebook’s Metaverse have been released onto the marketplace. 

 

The Metaverse seeks to link users to the internet as a Virtual Entity through the use of 

Virtual Reality Headsets. This amplifies the safeguarding danger which children are 

exposed to online.  

 

To help you understand this new, fast changing issue the NSPCC has published a 

guide to both the Metaverse and VR headsets. 

 
To find out more please follow the link:   VR safety - Metaverse 

 

We would also like to draw parent/carers attention to suggested age limits 

surrounding certain TV shows being streamed over a variety of platforms.  One such 

programme, currently being streamed on Netflix, is ‘Wednesday’.  This has an age 

rating of 14+ but we have had reports this week of some of our children discussing 

this show with others after watching it and going into specific details which have 

been frightening and upsetting to those children. 

 

Please can we kindly remind parents/carers to be extra vigilant not only surrounding 

online access but also to monitoring that your child/children are watching age-

appropriate TV programmes. Thank you as always for your support. 
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Final Reminder - Starting School – September 2023 

 

If you have a child that is due to start school in September 2023, the deadline for 

applications for a school place is this Sunday, 15th January 2023. 
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Dates for Diary – Spring Term 
 

Monday 16th January 2023 – Swimming – Year 4 – Week 2 

Monday 23rd January 2023 – Swimming – Year 4 – Week 3 

Monday 30th January 2023 – Swimming – Year 4 – Week 4 

Monday 6th February 2023 – Swimming – Year 4 – Final Session 

Friday 3rd February 2023 – Friends of Connor Downs Academy – Meeting – 3:30pm 

Thursday 9th February 2023 – Last day before half term – FINISH at 3:15pm 

Thursday 9th February 2023 – Friends Disco’s 

Friday 10th February 2023 – INSET DAY – School Closed to pupils 

Monday 13th February to Friday 17th February 2023 – HALF TERM 

Monday 20th February 2023 – First day back after half term 

 

Attendance 

 

Attendance 

Our school target for 

attendance is 97% 

  

1st Place Year 1 99.6 % 

 2nd Place Year 4 98.9 % 

3rd Place Year 2 98.8 % 

 

 

Shine Celebrations 

 

Please see below our Shining Stars for this week. 
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Connor Downs Academy Shining Stars 

Friday 13th January 2023 

 

We are delighted to be able to invite the parents/carers of the winners below to join 

us at our first Shine assembly of the spring term, on Friday 20th January to see their 

child receive their certificate. 

Please come along to the main reception no earlier than 2:35pm.  A special well 

done to: 

Year R – Nathan 

For his positive and enthusiastic attitude to school everyday. Nathan is making 

amazing progress. Well done Nathan! 
 

Year 1 – Hudson 

For his improved attitude towards his learning. Hudson is willing to take on lots of 

different challenges and is making great progress in his reading and writing. Well 

done Hudson! 
 

Year 2 – Miriam 

For always trying her best with her resilience and enthusiasm in every subject. Well 

done Miriam! 
 

Year 3 – Noah 

For great work with reading comprehension.  Noah worked really hard this week to 

find detailed answers in the text about volcanoes. Well done Noah! 
 

Year 4 – Evie 

For settling in so well to Year 4 in her first week at Connor Downs Academy.  Well 

done Evie! 

 

Year 5 – Charley 

For making reference to the text when answering reading comprehension questions. 

Well done Charley! 

 

Year 6 – Ella C 

For a superb attitude towards your work and always trying your best with everything 

you do. Well done Ella! 
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Writer – Penelope (Year 1) 

For her amazing sentence writing to describe her alien and using her sound mat to 

help her with phonetically plausible spelling. Well done Penelope! 

 

EYFS/KS1 Reader – Nell (Year R) 

For trying so hard everyday in phonics. Nell is reading and writing more words and 

even attempting sentences. Well done Nell! 

 

KS2 Reader – Navarre (Year 6) 

For reading your book with such intense concentration this week - keep it up! Well 

done Navarre! 

 

Mathematician – Mabel (Year 4) 

For believing in herself and persevering when dividing a 2-digit number by a 1-digit 

number.  Well done Mabel! 

 

Performer – Cooper (Year 5) 

For his effort and enthusiasm during cross fit and Pirates rugby training. Well done 

Cooper! 

 

Moki Fitness Tracker – Eve (Year 3) 

For recording the greatest number of steps in a week using the Moki Fitness Trackers. 

Eve’s total was an incredible 51,025 steps. Well done Eve! 

 

Citizen – Perran (Year 3) 

For being such a kind and caring role model with reading a story to a younger child 

during wet play. Well done Perran! 

 

 

Kind Regards, 

 

 

Mrs Eddy 

Head of School 
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