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English

In our first topic, the children developed their vocabulary in order to write their own
version of “The Piano”. Having graphed the intensity of each scene and researched
the definitions of new vocabulary the children chose where to place the words on
their zone of relevance in preparation for their first draft. After editing, the children
proudly displayed their final draft on our English display.

The children have developed their knowledge of
grammar and punctuation with an emphasis on
using the correct terminology. Through discussion
and collaboration, the children have developed
their range of sentence types to engage the
reader. Weekly spelling tasks have supported the
children’s understanding of the spelling rules and
they have been challenged to use their new
words in their writing.

Weekly reading comprehension is a focus for our
children. The children have used VIPERS
(Vocabulary, Infer, Predict, Explain, Retrieve,

| Sequence) question types to unpick texts and

- make links between key ideas and themes within
the wide variety of texts, linked to our topics,
that have been shared.
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Maths

Year 5 have used their spiral reviews to keep
their mathematical skills sharp each
morning. In addition, the corridors have
been filled with the sound of the daily rapid
recall and chanting of the tables. The
children know how important tables are for
our topics.

In their lessons, daily intelligent practice has
challenged the children to find and explain
patterns and methods of problem solving
related to each new topic.

During the course of the spring term, the
children have studied and made the links
between multiplication, fractions, decimals
and percentages. In accordance with the
mastery approach, the children have been
encouraged to show their workings and
prove their answers, often with drawings or diagrams. The children have focused on
mathematical vocabulary and have demonstrated this when explaining their
answers to the class. Our mastery lessons have ensured that each small step builds in
a sequence to develop confidence and independence.
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Science

The first science topic this term “changing materials”
included studying reversible and irreversible reactions.
Through discussions, the children were able to talk
about some processes that they already knew and they
were able to sort their examples into reversible and
irreversible changes. We learned about fire safety and
the fire friangle including the different types of
extinguishers and how they work. In our class
experiment, we made predictions based on our prior
knowledge about which candle would be extinguished
first after we placed different sized jam jars over them.

We also worked on our observational and recording
skills when we added a variety of different solids to

¥ water. The children recorded their observations in a

table and tried to reverse the process by evaporating
the solution in a Peftri dish. In the final experiment, test

tubes were filled with baking powder and vinegar was
added to demonstrate a reaction taking place.
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Whilst studying health related fitness, the
children performed a wide range of
exercises in our “*gym”. The children have
learned about their bodies and how exercise
changes their rate of breathing and heart
rate. In addition, they have tfracked their
performance across a range of skills and
offered ways other pupils can improve their
performance.

As part of invasion games, we welcomed the
Cornish Pirates to our school to lead a 6-
week block of rugby coaching. The children
were constantly on the move and
developed their passing and receiving skills
through a variety of drills and small scale
games. Some children have volunteered to
represent the school at a rugby festival at the
home of the Pirates as they had
demonstrated that they were team players,
resilient and good communicators.
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History

In history, the children have learned
about the Vikings and the Anglo-Saxons.
They investigated how the country
developed after the Romans left Britain
and about the power struggles between
the remaining Kingdoms. The children
explored the case study of the Viking
attack on Lindisfarne or Holy Island.
Features of Anglo-Saxon life and Viking
life were studied and the children
sequenced the key events in establishing
Danelaw after the Viking invasion. The
children were asked to investigate the
question: "Why was King Alfred so
Great?2” using a variety of sources and
the internet. Finally the children learned
how England became a unified country.
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Our geography topic was called “investigating
rivers”. First, the children learned the
importance of the water cycle. Next, they
learned how rivers erode, transport and
deposit materials. The children were then
shown images of the Grand Canyon and
asked: Can you explain what you think has
happened. How do you think the Grand
Canyon was formed? After that, the children
learned why rivers are so important. Then, the
children found out about the causes of river
pollution and the effect it has on the
environment. The next challenge required the
children to employ their internet searching skills
from ICT to research the River Nile and record
their findings to present them to the class.
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Art

In a link with DT, in this fopic the children explored the themes, styles and colours of
traditional Chinese art. The dragon has been an important symbol in Chinese culture
for centuries. The children examined how this has been captured in Chinese art,
before creating their own.

Traditional Chinese art is very stylised. People who study Chinese art often start by
studying the ‘Four Gentlemen'. The children investigated the Four Gentlemen
(bamboo, plum blossom, orchid and chrysanthemum) and their meanings before
trying the techniques for themselves.

The importance of brushstrokes is just as important for calligraphy as for painting, if
not more so. Artists practise for years to master each different character, all of which
need to be created using a particular stroke order. The children learned that in
Chinese writing, there is no alphabet but that each word has a character to
represent it. There are more than 50,000 characters in Chinese but you only need to
know around 3,000 to be able to read a newspaper. The children examined the
brushstrokes for some characters and tried to imitate the ancient artform themselves.

Next, the children learned about the terracotta army and focused on creating the

head and shoulders of a terracotta warrior. Finally the children found out about and
recreated the porcelain of the Ming dynasty before evaluating the topic.
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Design Technology

The topic for this term was “Chinese Inventions”. The aim was to discover how
Chinese inventions have shaped the world in which we live.

The class discussed the fact that many consider that the ancient Chinese people
came up with the four greatest inventions: paper, the compass, moveable-type
printing and gunpowder. Using the knowledge they had acquired they then set
about making their own paper.

The children made and tested a Chinese hanging compass and evaluated its
advantages and disadvantages.

The children investigated what kind of machines the ancient Chinese might have
used. In a link to their prior learning in science, the children learned how water
wheels, cogs, gears and pulleys all played their role in developing a variety of
machines. Having learned about Su Song's astronomical clock the children were
then faced with the challenge of making a water clock that would time 2 minutes
exactly.

Next, the children worked in groups to focus on which is the best material to make
the sail of a kite. They predicted which material they thought would work best and
why. Next, they made notes of their observations during the testing of each material.
After that, the children wrote a design brief and success criteria for their own kite
before making and flying it. Finally, the kites were evaluated and design
improvements were recorded.
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Music

In Music this term, the children learned to sing and play the glockenspiel for two

songs — ‘Make You Feel My Love’ by Adele and ‘The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air’ by Will
Smith.

During each music lesson, the children listened to a range of songs and decided
whether they liked them or not. They used the interrelated dimensions of music —
pulse, rhythm, pitch (high and low sounds), tempo (speed of the music), dynamics
(how loud/quiet), timbre (sound quality) and structure - to explain why they did or
did not like each piece they listened to.
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MFL - French

”vv This year, the children have revised their French

« \B vocabulary using the exciting and engaging Rigolo

| French programme. The children have revised their
knowledge of counting in French whilst learning to carry
out a survey of pets. Through their conversations the
children have revised common greetings and
extended the range of questions and responses that

. they can give.
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Computing

In year 5, the use of ICT is integrated into all of our topics. In ICT, the children
regularly use the iPads and chromebooks to AR quiz and access educational apps
such as Sumdog and TTRS to frack and enhance their learning opportunities.

|
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Safety on the internet is vital and is revised every year and was revisited on our Junior
Life Skills visit at Tolvaddon Fire Station. The children have learned how to research
key questions on the internet and show good judgement when reading web
content. When editing and redrafting their newspaper reports in Google Classroom,
the children understood how to insert and resize images and spell check their work.
In a link to maths, the children have faced numerous Sum Dog challenges linked to
their learning and they have used TT Rockstars to sharpen their tables knowledge
and understanding.

Finally, the children learned about visual media and video editing. They employed
the filming techniques they learned about how to create and edit a short video with
their peers, linked to our geography topic.
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In addition, the children have learned how to program and debug microbits. They
have learned how to pair their device and download their code independently. The

children have sent coded messages and programmed a rock, scissor, paper game
to play with their friends.
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This term the focus on in Year 5 has been about Islam.

The children have been answering the question: What is it like to be a Muslim in
Britain today?

Through the teaching and independent research the children have learned about
the 5 pillars of Islam. They have thought deeply about how and why people pray.
They understand the significance of prayer for Muslims and considered how this
affects their daily lives. They have looked for similarities and differences with another
world religion using their prior knowledge of Christianity.

Furthermore, the children have investigated the question of whether it is better to
express your belief through art and architecture or charity and generosity.

T: 01736 753135

*o'0'e
K PO
E: hello@connordowns.org.uk W: www.connordowns.org.uk weNe ’..
Connor Downs Academy, Mutton Hill, Hayle, Cornwall TR27 5DH ?_'.:o. -’.;'
..0-
A .

A Company Limited by Guarantee. An Exempt Charity a s r)e
Registered in England & Wales - Company No. 07387540

academy trust

Registered Office: Aspire Academy Trust, Unit 20, St Austell Business Park, St Austell, Cornwall PL25 4FD


mailto:hello@connordowns.org.uk
http://www.connordowns.org.uk/

Connor Downs Connor Downs Academy

Head of School: Mrs J Eddy

e : s e *‘l #
5 |seeet (M ; osliyz
‘ l st | "%;w"" Tight some |
i, Why s D |

oec;
me. ol
WU defang 1Y BE crina: o’ﬁ;ﬁg\

it o
it s s e

100 Ay Portant
onf s Arey 2
im ide5s ab ] 23 g Ao gy
Sod Chirch o 195 o POSI0N Gy
19N Spitucty st Culture
e Musiy
im

tociue Chodly Compass

— Dénauiry Question 3; How do Chiisfian and Mush
' ¥ scion Spiiluaily 52

YVocabulary: Refaion Expression Afs Archi
Symboism Faith Humanitarianism Alluism YNuﬂgWDViY
S Islam Allah Mosque Christian God Cnurch Sacred, ’ us'e cp‘sc,ibe %
B sty o n e oo g
= | of pusim e o o 2 Sk g M (g 0K oy
o e, 000 Hor” Una O g 190 Betwegr,

o e exomplos
O e will find oul abou! some areal eXorE sh % ar st
s beto® L o = ing

s fhoy find
resen! their reasons for choasing thost {ifeconces Of #h,
2 Eiicen wil list and explain similaries ard o ® Value of sacre,
- o
—

Challenge: 3 jino?.
Mustim caligraphy, paniing and postry; wnal & SPIT

T:01736 753135 oy
E: hello@connordowns.org.uk W: www.connordowns.org.uk
Connor Downs Academy, Mutton Hill, Hayle, Cornwall TR27 5DH

A Company Limited by Guarantee. An Exempt Charity a s
Registered in England & Wales - Company No. 07387540 - Pt
Registered Office: Aspire Academy Trust, Unit 20, St Austell Business Park, St Austell, Cornwall PL25 4FD CECHRIMLIERS


mailto:hello@connordowns.org.uk
http://www.connordowns.org.uk/

ConnorDowns

Connor Downs Academy

Head of School: Mrs J Eddy

\I3/2S

..

| " Wblamoalcrmﬂglavs arf and
n3: HoWieo Chstian ond Muslim ideas about art differ? ] e
Generosity Culture

LU Shael c Generosity Cullure
ty Sacres ' ner

i H\mwn\mﬁcnhm A‘vtr\-l\sm Ph\!un\hvopy ‘radition Spintuality ) mﬂ iy Sacred Musim

\osque Chiistion God Church Sacred. A G'M SP‘ 5

zeligion el

B and
Children wil find out about some great sxcmp\es of N:‘ﬂ: ':;:;:m-w
| Bresent their reasons for choosing those fhey find most IMBTeiEs, o, poetry
nwil st and expiain similarities S citorences between
o

ae
Sdligraphy, painiing and poetry: what (s inspiing?

T:01736 753135

E: hello@connordowns.org.uk W: www.connordowns.org.uk
Connor Downs Academy, Mutton Hill, Hayle, Cornwall TR27 5DH

A Company Limited by Guarantee. An Exempt Charity

Registered in England & Wales - Company No. 07387540 a P re
. o . . a

Registered Office: Aspire Academy Trust, Unit 20, St Austell Business Park, St Austell, Cornwall PL25 4FD cademy;trust


mailto:hello@connordowns.org.uk
http://www.connordowns.org.uk/

ConnorDowns

f7g‘rienol |

1/ =
"’ 1000 Likes / |
O omal @ ‘a
' q other copr.ents! \
| |
/,_,_l

Connor Downs Academy

Head of School: Mrs J Eddy

PSHE (Personal, Social,
Health and Economic
Education) is delivered
through our weekly SCARF
(Safety, Caring,
Achievement, Resilience, T
Friendship) program, butis | \
presentin all thatwe doin |
school.

o

Whst are the dfferonces bistesen bullying and cybartullying?
RWMM Cyborllling
Z EETE

Through discussion and vy R v [Qmewr‘
collaboration, the children E— e
have responded to difficult scenarios and

explained the reasons behind their decisions. In
order to develop their empathy and

understanding, the children were asked to

consider people’s different viewpoints in a

variety of scenarios.

In a link with computing, we examined internet safety and how people represent
themselves online. Furthermore, we listened to a talk on internet safety with our local
PC and discussed the role of the emergency services.
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