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Year 2 Spring Term Newsletter 2024.

Welcome to Year 2's spring term newsletter. We very much hope that you enjoy
hearing about our learning and looking at our photos.

In Year 2 the children’s spring reading journey began by reading and expressing
how text makes them feel. The children practised reciting a poem dramatically. All
our reading is supported by our daily spelling programme, SPAG, guided reading
programme and weekly reading comprehensions. (National Curriculum, Year 2-
Reading-continuing to build up a repertoire of poems learnt by heart, appreciating
these, and reciting some, with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear.
Writing- writing poetry and reading aloud what they have written with appropriate
intfonation to make the meaning clear. The children also had a signed book
donated by, the award-winning author Jackie Morris and illustrator, Catherine Hyde.

The children really enjoyed her book, Little Evie in the Wild Wood and sharing her
writing journey from her first ideas to the completed book. The children learnt a great
deal about how to improve their reading and understanding. In English we have
studied different version of the Aesop fable The Sun and the Wind and written
character descriptions. We have acted out the story, annotated texts and explored
details of the story and its message. (National Curriculum English Year 2: to
understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently and
those that they listen to by:

e drawing on what they already know or on background information and
vocabulary provided by the teacher

e checking that the text makes sense to them as they read, and correcting
inaccurate reading

e making inferences based on what is being said and done
e answering and asking questions
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In addition to our curriculum-based reading we have two exciting and well -
resourced book areas with book reviews and author information to share. The
children really enjoy sharing information with their peers and adults about their
favourite authors. Also displayed are the children’s reading photos. There are
interactive resources the children use to develop good reading skills and practise.
For adults who come into hear readers we have question prompt cards to challenge
all readers.

The children’s English journey has had a focus on learning and life skills covering
knowing and managing feelings. The children took part in a discussion with a partner
or small group, taking turns and listening to each other ideas, then worked together
to learn a poem by heart. Our poem was Who has seen the wind? By Christina
Rossetti. The children then took part in a ‘think, pair, share' exploring what they
thought about the poem:

What could they visualise?

What could they heare

What colours could they see?

What was the weather like in the poem?

How does this compare to the weather we experienced outside today?2

The challenge was to learn a poem off by heart. The children then wrote their own
weather poems in the same style. (National Curriculum English Year 2- participate in
discussion about books, poems and other works that are read to them and those
that they can read for themselves, taking turns, and listening to what others say,
explain and discuss their understanding of books, poems and other material, both
those that they listen to and those that they read for themselves.

Thank you to Rebecca Cobb for an exciting workshop in Year 2 and sharing your
books and latest publication.
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During our second English focus the children wrote postcards, letters and instructions.
The children used lots of the inspiring ideas from the fable Town Mouse, Country
Mouse in their postcard and letter writing. The children wrote including key features.
During our SPAG lessons the children learnt how to use and write past and present
tense. There was lots of evidence of this being transferred into the children’s writing.
In phonics we have been learning about suffixes and these have been evident with
the use of exciting new words such as boastful, strongest.

All our writing is supported by our daily spelling programme, SPAG, guided reading
programme and weekly reading comprehensions.

T: 01736 753135 Soehie,
E: hello@connordowns.org.uk W: www.connordowns.org.uk °.'. . Y
Connor Downs Academy, Mutton Hill, Hayle, Cornwall TR27 5DH 0o X

A Company Limited by Guarantee. An Exempt Charity
Registered in England & Wales - Company No. 07387540 q sP re

Registered Office: Aspire Academy Trust, Unit 20, St Austell Business Park, St Austell, Cornwall PL25 4FD academy trust


mailto:hello@connordowns.org.uk
http://www.connordowns.org.uk/

Connor Downs Connor Downs Academy

Head of School: Mrs | Eddy

T: 01736 753135 58 0.
E: hello@connordowns.org.uk W: www.connordowns.org.uk '.. D
Connor Downs Academy, Mutton Hill, Hayle, Cornwall TR27 5DH 03 0) S
...n
L)

A Company Limited by Guarantee. An Exempt Charity
Registered in England & Wales - Company No. 07387540 a sP re
Registered Office: Aspire Academy Trust, Unit 20, St Austell Business Park, St Austell, Cornwall PL25 4FD academy trust


mailto:hello@connordowns.org.uk
http://www.connordowns.org.uk/

Connor Downs Connor Downs Academy

Head of School: Mrs | Eddy

g? Connor Dowps
w Academy

T: 01736
E: hello@¢
Connor Dq

A Company | . 3
Registered in England & Wales - Company No. 07387540 LS P~ : ® re
Registered Office: Aspire Academy Trust, Unit 20, St Austell Business Park, St Austell, Cornwall PL25 4FD jacademy trust


mailto:hello@connordowns.org.uk
http://www.connordowns.org.uk/

Connor Downs Connor Downs Academy

Head of School: Mrs | Eddy

T: 01736 753135

E: hello@connordowns.org.uk W: www.connordowns.org.uk o)
Connor Downs Academy, Mutton Hill, Hayle, Cornwall TR27 5DH 9...:.. >
%'

A Company Limited by Guarantee. An Exempt Charity
Registered in England & Wales - Company No. 07387540 q s
Registered Office: Aspire Academy Trust, Unit 20, St Austell Business Park, St Austell, Cornwall PL25 4FD

academy trust


mailto:hello@connordowns.org.uk
http://www.connordowns.org.uk/

Connor Downs Connor Downs Academy

Head of School: Mrs | Eddy

Alte

;‘” ocksng ondoduh 3

N

angl  Qamcn

(o0
-

R

I A ety
30 A So ity
e i
T: 01736 753135 Y Y
E: hello@connordowns.org.uk W: www.connordowns.org.uk oo -
Connor Downs Academy, Mutton Hill, Hayle, Cornwall TR27 5DH 020
...-
A Company Limited by Guarantee. An Exempt Charity <
Registered in England & Wales - Company No. 07387540 a SP re
Registered Office: Aspire Academy Trust, Unit 20, St Austell Business Park, St Austell, Cornwall PL25 4FD academy trust


mailto:hello@connordowns.org.uk
http://www.connordowns.org.uk/

Connor Downs Connor Downs Academy

Head of School: Mrs | Eddy

T: 01736 753135 Y Y Y

E: hello@connordowns.org.uk W: www.connordowns.org.uk g 8,002

Connor Downs Academy, Mutton Hill, Hayle, Cornwall TR27 5DH g:,. \ .;°
..-

A Company Limited by Guarantee. An Exempt Charity <

Registered in England & Wales - Company No. 07387540 a SP re

Registered Office: Aspire Academy Trust, Unit 20, St Austell Business Park, St Austell, Cornwall PL25 4FD academy trust


mailto:hello@connordowns.org.uk
http://www.connordowns.org.uk/

Connor Downs Connor Downs Academy

Head of School: Mrs ] Eddy

|y

In maths the children have had an exciting and challenging term. The children’s first
unit was money followed by multiplication and division. | saw lots of evidence of
reflective enquiry and independent learning as the children demonstrated their skill
and understanding. Next, we looked at length and height. We took our maths
learning outside to further develop skills in practical, fun sessions to cement
understanding and provide challenge and opportunities for all.

The children’s reasoning and word problem solving challenges have often been
cross curricular. This was followed by geometry and the properties of shapes. Week
nine saw the children exploring mass, capacity, and temperature. The children have
been so enthusiastic about their times table tests. They have transferred skills well
and made impressive progress.
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History this term has cross curricular links and involved a study of black history
matters.

Our history learning journey began with the launch of our study of a key historical
character, Florence Nightingale. The aim was to find out about significant historical
events, people, and places. The children identified and compared features of
buildings and objects from the past and present, talked about the history of the
building and posed questions and learnt how these can be answered through
examining a variety of evidence.

This led them into an in-depth study of Florence Nightingale where the children used
historical enquiry, historical understanding, and chronological understanding to
explore and answer the question Who are these people and how would their lives
be different now? The learning about history was cross curricular as we also studied
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Today we will be:
Summarising the main events in Florence Ni

htingale’s | i
in order. ghtingale’s life and putting them
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In addition the children have learnt about special annual events of historical
importance.

In geography Year 2 have learnt about Kenya during their theme On Safari. Pupils
learnt about the landscape of Kenya, savannah animals and weather patterns, they
collected and analysed weather, located the Equator and learnt about hot and
cold locations in the world with an in-depth study of Kenya.

The childrens map reading skills were developed further through their orienteering
outdoor learning sessions.
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Enquiry Question 1; Where I Africa and the country of Kenya?
nents Eavator Kenva, Africa, wildife, location

Key lesson knowledge: i
To identify the seven continents and five oceans of the world?
To identify the continent of Africa on a world map?

To identify the country of Kenya on a world map?

I connor Downs

Geography
Spring Term 2

Let's go on Safari

Intent question:

What effect does Kenvo's the v

Lesson sequence:

1. Where s Atrica and the country of Kenya?
2. Whatls fhe climate and weather of Kenya?
3. What animais ive in Kenya?

4 What are compass poins and how do you use them?
5. Whatls the landscape of Kenya like?

& Who are the people of Kenya and what is their culfure like?
7. What are the similarities and difierences between Kenyo and the UK?
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The children have explored Science through our themes, Growing Plants and
Growth and Survival. The term began with the children learning about how seeds
and seedlings change over time, identifying similarities and differences between
different plants, recording and displaying evidence and understanding the
sequence of stages that plants go through whilst growing. We then grew our own
plants and explored the factors that might affect the growth of our seedlings.

(Xeainotion A G g lach (bt s Tu

J G Ord phodirie A S Al A Lol oA

A v e HYotd ondiy ik R Thangr

\ | Do seeds need heat to germinate? l
Today we are going to be testing if seeds need light to grow by planting
@ two pots of seeds. We will give one pot heat and keep one pot cold-
Nouwillneed: What seeds are you using for your experiment?
seeds, pots, soil, water 8lood elo~s

Where are you going to put your seeds?
g ol aubdR ond ank  MnArde

How will you make it a fair test? Tick the correct sentences.

(= | [ Water each plant the same amount O Keep the pats in the same place
i | ] Plant the same number of seeds in each pot 1 Use different types of seeds
[} Give one pot heat and keep one pot cold

How will you plant your seeds?
I vl fa & pot wedth to~poid:
el o hode ond put o ed A

What do you predict will happen?
vet Tnod zbhe a~dof Seed
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Yéur challenge is...

to make a bridge that will support the
weight of a toy car!

Your group will be given...

« Eight sheets of A4 paper
+ Sticky tape

Your bridge must be longer than 40cm and able to
support the weight of the car without being held or
secured at either end. This means you cannot tape
your bridge to each side of the 40cm gap!
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In computing, in Year 2, the children had exciting lessons learning about digital
design and making music. The children listened to music and shared how it made
them feel. Next they identified patterns in music and experimented with sound using
a computer. After that the children learnt how to use a computer to create a
musical pattern to create music for a purpose. Concluding their digital design
program by reviewing and refining their computer work.

T: 01736 753135

E: hello@connordowns.org.uk W: www.connordowns.org.uk
Connor Downs Academy, Mutton Hill, Hayle, Cornwall TR27 5DH

Registered in England & Wales - Company No. 07387540

A Company Limited by Guarantee. An Exempt Charity q < X
Registered Office: Aspire Academy Trust, Unit 20, St Austell Business Park, St Austell, Cornwall PL25 4FD |°C°demv trust


mailto:hello@connordowns.org.uk
http://www.connordowns.org.uk/

Connor Downs Connor Downs Academy

Head of School: Mrs | Eddy

Ac
thvity

T: 01736

E: hello@¢

Connor D¢

A Company EZ53 SR N T e S S , g : : : MNRENLR) . e
Registered in England & Wales - Company No. 07387540 r

Registered Office: Aspire Academy Trust, Unit 20, St Austell Business Park, St Austell, Cornwall PL25 4FD academy trust


mailto:hello@connordowns.org.uk
http://www.connordowns.org.uk/

Connor Downs Connor Downs Academy

Head of School: Mrs | Eddy

T: 01736
E: hello@¢
Connor D_

0

A Company ' B
Registered in England & Wales - Company No. 07387540 :
Registered Office: Aspire Academy Trust, Unit 20, St Austell Business Park, St Austell, Cornwall PL25 4FD jacademy trust


mailto:hello@connordowns.org.uk
http://www.connordowns.org.uk/

Connor Downs

Connor Downs Academy

Head of School: Mrs | Eddy

Learner scv

Which piece of music do you like the most?
Mars

| like Mars because
s WA Tetic

13- m#uﬁnentwm-wndmmga um'uhn
u to use a computer to create a musical pattern.
musnc for a purpose.

LG to r*ﬁl and refine our computer work.

J; =
| do not like Mars because b
fro  Pichace  dulink o™

8
| like Venus because

IE hes cab»J? ruic

:'
i

1 do not like Venus because

e oy W Venws.

| like Jupiter because
Ik MmEac e Feec LIk I
14( e

& R | do not like Jupiter because
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RE has seen the children developing their understanding of Christianity. Our focus
has been to explore Salvation and why Easter matters to Christians. The children
began by exploring what Christians mean when they use the term salvation. Next
the children learnt about key events in the Christian Easter calendar including: Palm
Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Sunday and how Christians mark
these events. RE concluded with the children consolidating there learning on how
the stories of Holy Week and Easter link with the idea of salvation.
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Who is Jewish and what do they believe?
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L1. How do Jewish people reflect, thank, praise and remember in their worship? Davy e Reme AT %k = A
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L2. What special objects might we find in a Jewish home? =2 _0f PaviAtPAVIA WRAS pan (M 0400}

L3. Why is the Shema such an important Jewish prayer and what does it mean? ST . Tewmsisih Wy Nge

L4. What is the story of Purim and what moral does it hold? . ] g

LS. What is a mezuzah and how do Jewish people use them?
IE—

L6. How do the stories used in Jewish celebrations remind Jews about what God is

‘ 1% Jw—— —
mg SPO.CLOJ Oblack's-

T: 01736 753135

E: hello@connordowns.org.uk
Connor Downs Academy, Mutton Hill, Hayle, Cornwall TR27 5DH

W: www.connordowns.org.uk

A Company Limited by Guarantee. An Exempt Charity
academy trust

Registered in England & Wales - Company No. 07387540
Registered Office: Aspire Academy Trust, Unit 20, St Austell Business Park, St Austell, Cornwall PL25 4FD


mailto:hello@connordowns.org.uk
http://www.connordowns.org.uk/

Connor Downs Connor Downs Academy

Head of School: Mrs | Eddy

T: 01736 753135 _.0..‘.:.;._

E: hello@connordowns.org.uk W: www.connordowns.org.uk '.. o, o,

Connor Downs Academy, Mutton Hill, Hayle, Cornwall TR27 5DH g:,. \ .;°
.'n

A Company Limited by Guarantee. An Exempt Charity < .

Registered in England & Wales - Company No. 07387540 a sP re

Registered Office: Aspire Academy Trust, Unit 20, St Austell Business Park, St Austell, Cornwall PL25 4FD academy trust


mailto:hello@connordowns.org.uk
http://www.connordowns.org.uk/

Connor Downs Connor Downs Academy

Head of School: Mrs ] Eddy

T: 01736
E: hello@f
Connor D¢

A Company
Registered in England & Wales - Company No. 07387540 3 . ;
Registered Office: Aspire Academy Trust, Unit 20, St Austell Business Park, St Austell, Cornwall PL25 4FD academy trust



mailto:hello@connordowns.org.uk
http://www.connordowns.org.uk/

Connor Downs Connor Downs Academy

Head of School: Mrs ] Eddy

T: 01736 753135

E: hello@connordowns.org.uk W: www.connordowns.org.uk
Connor Downs Academy, Mutton Hill, Hayle, Cornwall TR27 5DH

Registered in England & Wales - Company No. 07387540

A Company Limited by Guarantee. An Exempt Charity q < X
Registered Office: Aspire Academy Trust, Unit 20, St Austell Business Park, St Austell, Cornwall PL25 4FD I°°°dem9 trust


mailto:hello@connordowns.org.uk
http://www.connordowns.org.uk/

Connor Downs Connor Downs Academy

Head of School: Mrs | Eddy

Monday 1ath Februory
LO fo understand. the
meaning of Salvation to

Sadisarion Ao CheASIAONS LUBAK 6RANG/
Saned oA LPSCMeA

@ Wlhan 53 Po.lm \Su.u\d.o:j s Jﬁ_&/

Lalch L4 2 04

=

Art, this term has involved exploring ways of painting on rocks, making sculptures
with sticks and twigs. The children made animal pictures with leaves, learnt how to
weave with natural materials and explored ways of making mandalas.

The children designed and made collages linked to their theme Earth Art this had
cross curricular links with their character development learning journey; to be able to
develop perseverance, resilience and team building skills.
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The children have completed a variety of DT activities through our theme
Mechanical Systems. The children really enjoyed and developed their skills through
our challenge to construct a vehicle. The children learnt to investigate a variety of
vehicles and their uses and features. They investigated wheels, axles and chassis,
ways to create the body of the vehicle prior to creating, making and evaluating
their own products. Cross curricular links were made with science, maths, and
English.
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In PE the children have develop fundamental movement skills, becoming
increasingly competent and confident. They have had access to a broad range of
opportunities to extend their agility, balance, and coordination.

Spring 1 focused on tennis skills with a coach from Hayle Tennis Club. The children
learnt to throw and catch a ball with control, to control a ball with a racket and
perform a forehand.

Spring 2's theme was Dance. Skills learnt involved developing a whole group
movement, using improvisation to various dynamics and movement qualities,
exploring using their whole body to create sequences of movement and exploring
music as a stimulus.
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PE
Spring Term 2
Dance
Lesson sequence:

Lesson 1: to respond 1o stimal, water.
Lesson 2: to develap o whole group movement,
Lesson 3: 1

Lesson 4; body
Lesson 5: to explore and respond to music az ¢ stimulus.
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The children have continued their music journey by listening to an appraising the
song Zootime, a reggae song. The children enjoyed learning to sing and play
instruments to the song. Also to improvise and compose their own adaptations.
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Music

Spring Term 1

Lesson sequence:

Lesson 1: To listen to and appraise the song I Wanna Play in a Band.
Lesson 2: To sing our song and play _insrm_munnldpgnrst:. o

n 3: To sing and improvise using voices and instrumen
tzi::n 4: To singg the song and perform compositions within the song.
Lesson 5: To prepare and perform an end of unit
performance.
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Wishing you and your families a happy and restful Easter break.
Looking forward to seeing you all in the summer term.

Thank you for all your support and kindness.
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